). In addition, we have applied for funds to create a public use sample of the 1920 census; if that project is funded, the 1920 sample will be complete by 1997.
In the meantime, the Census Bureau has released public use samples for the 1980 census, and has scheduled a 1993 release date for samples of the 1990 census (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1982a Census, , 1989 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1940, 1950, 1950, 1970, 1980 and 1990 (Katz et. al. 1982; Anderson 1971; Barron 1984) . Since the existing studies are based on small local samples of census data, regional variation may explain much of difference in interpretation. The hierarchical organization of the proposed census scries is well suited to study of the household economy.
Female labor force participation is a closely related and equally controversial issue (Bose 1987; conk 1981; Folbre and Abel 1989 : Goldin 1980 , 1983 Openheimer 1970; Jaffe 1955 1880, 1900, 1910, 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, and 1990 into a single consistent format and to prepare an integrated set of documentation oriented to the use of the samples as a series. In the long run, we anticipate adding data for all the remaining census years for which individual-level census enumerations survive; these years are 1850, 1860, 1870, 1920 and 1930. We are cunently applying for funding to create a sample for 1920, and plan future applications for the 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1930 census years. We already have had extensive experience with the entire series of public use samples. Indeed, the creation of common-format extracts of the samples has been a major preoccupation of the Social History Research Laboratory 1880 1900 1910 194C 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 Geographic Information 1880 1900 1910 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 Economic status and Employment wage and aalary income 
